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A Letter to our Veterans

Ax Chairman of the Yeterans AlTairs, Houos-
e and Urban Development, and Independent
Agencies Appropriations Subcommitiee (VA
HUDY, 1 ame committed 1w improving. vetesans’
care. It is unsccepisble that over 200,000 veter-
ans are waiting sis months o longer for non-cmer-
geney care, | am especially concerned Tor the un-
canscionable burden this bas placed on our top

priony vetersns, those that have service-conmecied
digabilities, lower income, or are in need of spe-
clalized services.

I im pleased thit the President’s fiscal year
2004 budget that Congress mssed recently, pro-
vides over 4 10 percent increase in funding for
velgrans programs over the last fiscal vear level
This imcludes the farpest increpse ever for veler-
s health, This administration, including Secne-
tary of Veterans Adfaies Princips, shares our cor-
CEm an improving the servaces 1o vetermans, Con-
gress will continue 1o play a erocial role and | as-
sure you that veterans” medical care g my top pri
ority for the VA-HLUTY subcommities.

There™s no doubt that we need 0 improve
compensation and claims processing. but we're
atsoowaorking on fnding safutions Wwimprove rin-
g, reduce errer rates and incresse sccountability
within the Yeterans Health Administration (Y HA)
It 15 clewr that the colture withan VHA needs vast
improvements, which is one reason why | einnot
support moving the YHA budget off-budget, [ike
the Socinl Secunty Admimstratcen. 10 the budget
s remived from direct Congressional oversight,
Fam certmin that we sould lose the abiliy o act
on YHAs deficiencies, For yvears 've worked 1o
elimmate waste and abuse, such 45 recenl events
ot the NVeterans Hospital m Konsos Ciry, and my
efforts have been suceesstul in large poant because
of the leverage we have over appropriatlons.

Alsix, [ have heard from many of you an con-
cumrent receipt. which is why | am sgain cospon-
siring legislabion during the 108ih Congress au
thariang full concurrent receipl. Senate bill 342
wiontlel permil retined members of the Armed Forces
whi have @ service connected disgbility o receive
hoth military retired pay by reason of their vears
of military service and disability compensation
from the VA, Unfaicly penalizing veterans finsn-
cially far their service-connected disabilitics 1s an
injustice that muost be ended:

Weoane also looking o the mefliciencies
caused by the VHA In its requirements for filling
prescriptions, Eligible veterans are secking the
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pharmmiacy bepe it available within the YHA bBu
cannol have therr prescrpions Allcd when wm-
ten by phvsicnms not sssocisied with the VHA,
Ms o result (hese VeLRrns musl Bl an appoint-
ment with & VHA physicion simply o fill a pre-
seription they alrcady have From & non-YHaA dog-
tor. My stadl is currently investizating this ‘ratio
e’ and Bsampact on costs and waiting lises

W hale | canmo guarantes thay we'lb agree on
every romedy for improvieg veterons care and
kenchits, | ean puarantee you that ' contimue to
ek vour counsel and sive the utmost consider-
atien o cormrmon sense proposals simed o sup-
pOrimE (U eoTe Constitaeney, those velerans who
Rave wrvice connected disabilities, lower meomis
oF feed specialived services.

You have my ofmiost respeet and admiration
lor the service vou ve rendered this country, Please
o not Tesitate wocantact me i can be ol service.

Kit Bond Asks Missouri Families
to Tie Yellow Ribbons for Troops

and Pows
Senator Kt Hond recenly tied o vellow nh-
bon tooan old oak tree on his propeny an nural
Mlexico, Missour insupport of LLA. combt troops

and POWSn frag, Bomd took the oooasion 1o ask

. 1

all Massoun families o do the same after select-
ing 4 treg on their property o the orounds of @
ol school, church ar twn-hall.

SMOLevery American supports this war to [ih-
crate Irag, bt we all can suppon our oops in
conthat and those whi have been captared,™ suad
Bomd, o membher of the Senate Intelligence Coms
mittee. A yellow nbbhon 15 a svmbal of that sup-
port and & reminder that the peace we enjoy at
home 15 pid by our troops i harm’s wasy”

The aymbolic act can serve asa powerful los-
sort to voung children and teenigers, “Each gen-
eration of Amencans has an obligation 1o teich
the next that freedom is not free” said Bond.
"Freedom is a gift that carnes a heavy responsi-
bality, And part of that responsibiliny is 1o support
our troops and prisopers-of-war”

The tying of a vellow ribbon arownd @ trée 1o
supprt roopsas o refatively new American tradi-
tion. It blossomed during the 197921981 [ranian
hostage cnsis and became a full-blown American
tradimion during the 19%90- 1991 Persinn Gulf War,
Some beheve i had its roots in the early F400s
populir song “Tie o Yellow Ribbon Around the
O1d Ok Tree,”

Bond Joins Bi-partisan
Legislation To Help Disabled
American Veterans
Senator Kt Bond recestly announced that he

&

Senaror Boand today tied g vellow rildbon te g tree on s property in rural Mexico, Missouri

i suppart of US, combar troops and POWSs in fray.



will cosponsar o bi-partisan piece of Jegislation
15,5392 that would stop the government from un-
firly penalizing veterans financially tor their ser-
vice gonnected disabilines.

*The men and women whe have dedicated
therr lives to defending eur freedom deserve nath-
ng less,” snd Bood, who made the announcement
during a recent visit with the Dhsabled American
Veterans, "1 an happy W suppoen s measune thal
will increase the care and compensition our vel-
erans reeeive.”

S 392 will nllow service-disablod military ve-
tirees Lo receive cencurrently their military retired
pay and their disability compensation from the
Deépartment of Vererans Affairs

Bond Receives VFW’s Highest
Awvard

Senator Kit Bond recentlv accepred the Vet
eransof Foroign Wars | VEW) 2003 Congressional
Award

1 am hononed W oreceive an award from the
men and women who have dedicated their Tives o
defending our frecdom,™ said Bond, chairman of
thi Senate subcommittee thin fundsthe Depart-
ment of Veterins Affairs, smong others, 1T will
continug 1 fight o ensure vetsrans receive the care
and compensaton they maone than deserve”

The VEW Congressional Award 15 the high-
st hopor the Veterans of Forewgn Wars can award
1o members of Congress, In recognition of his
“putstanding service to the naton.” Bond was
avarded the 20003 hooor durisnge the March VEW
Lenistative Reception which featured o spegch by
the President of the United States,

In addition 1o the YEW s highest Congres-

sional honor, Bondwill have i 532500 2chalarship
Funded by the VEW in his miame. The scholarship
will helpa groduae student in political science ot
gowernment at i Missoonn school,

Bond Thanks Deployed Missouri
National Guard Unit for Patriotic
Duty

Senotor Bond thanked the 1438 Engineer
Company for their service 1o the United Strtes via
telephone during their recent deployvment cer-
crony i Rollu, Missouri.

~As yowranswer the patroticeall o duty wpon
vour deployment, | wish o exiend my most heart-
felr appreciation and gratitude for vour selfless
servige,sdid Bond T make sure our childeen
enfery the peace at home earlier generations of
Americins could tke for eranted, we must con-
fromt thiose who seek o develop weapons ol miss
ilestrgtion nnd wrroe”

Headiguarened in Bolla, with detachments an
Salem ind Warrenton, the 1438t Engineer Com-
pany has been mobilized for Operation Enduning
Fresedom,

The unit, commanded by Capt, Paul Tagoe and
s St Paul Kennedy, s an assault floar ndge
cornpany with o mssion of providisg combat sup-
port andd rapic iver crossing insuppornt of Corps
aoperations, The 1438th was established In 1936
anid was activated duritg the Rorean War,

“As you embark onovour mission m suppan
of Operation Enduring Freedom, rest gssured in
kneawing that vour mission is 4 vital and valiam
one.” sanl Bond: “There 15 0o caose maore nohle
than answering the call to defend the nights and
Iiberties of freedom loving people.”

VEW Commander-in-Chief Ray Sisk presents Senator Bond with
the 2003 VEW Comgressional Award.
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